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Name: Craig Clarke (Headteacher)
School: Lea Forest Primary Academy, Kitts Green, Birmingham, B33 3RD

Twitter: @Lea_Forest_ HT

Website (English area): https://sites.google.com/aetinet.org/lea-forest-primary-
academy/curriculum/english?authuser=0

Website (Reading area): https://sites.google.com/aetinet.org/lea-forest-primary-
academy/curriculum/english/reading?authuser=0

Virtual Library:
https://sites.qgoogle.com/aetinet.org/lea-forest-primary-academy/virtual-school/virtual-library

Masked Reader:
https://sites.google.com/aetinet.org/lea-forest-primary-academy/virtual-school/masked-reader
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Context

Lea Forest Primary Academy is a larger than average two-three form entry primary
school in an area of high deprivation, in Birmingham. Almost two thirds of pupils are
disadvantaged and receive support from pupil premium funding. This is well above the
national average. Just less than half of pupils are of white British heritage, 29% of our
children are EAL. SEND learners have remained stable over time (12%), however,
there's been quite an increase in PP (67%) and FSM (65%).

In 2016, Birmingham Education Partnership flagged Lea Forest for its significantly
below average reading results, at the end of key stage two (42%). This finding was also
supported by the 2016 Ofsted report, which stated an area of improvement is to
"foster a love of reading across school”.

OU Research inspiration and rationale

Following on from the reports from both BEP and Ofsted, a staff meeting was held to
discuss what reading looked like across the school on a daily basis and where staff
confidence levels were at with promoting a love of reading.

Outcomes of meeting:
« Lack of consistency in the approach to reading
« Reading was taught out of context; the texts were not carefully selected.
« Expectations were low; reading was not valued
« Reading spaces weren't inviting
. Limited range of texts
« Reading wasn't prioritised
« Children weren't reading for enjoyment
« Teacher knowledge of children’s literature was limited

Surveys

All staff and pupils completed the OU Reading for Pleasure Audit in 2019/20. Tt
confirmed the points listed above, but also highlighted that children were very limited
in their author knowledge.

Aims

The English Team and SLT gathered to create a plan of action. Within the
meeting, the following school development points were identified:
. Developing engaging and organised book corners to promote a love of reading
« Carefully selecting texts to reflect the realities of our school
. Timetabling reading to give children plenty of opportunity to engage in texts
« Increasing teacher knowledge of children's literature - creating a culture of
TaRs




« Raising the profile of RfP with parents, as well as their understanding of the
RfP benefits
In response to this, a staff meeting was held to gain their opinions on these action
points and inform them of the research which clearly stated the benefits of RfP:

'Reading enjoyment has been reported as more important for children's educational
success than their family's socio-economic status (OECD, 2002).

‘There is a growing body of evidence which illustrates the importance of reading for
pleasure for both educational purposes as well as personal development (cited in Clark
and Rumbold, 2006).’

‘Evidence suggests that reading for pleasure is an activity that has emotional and social
consequences (Clark and Rumbold, 2006).’

Staff completely understood the importance of RfP from this and began to generate
ideas of how we can move the school forward in the RfP journey. They added a further
action points:

« To develop reading as a social activity
« Make it virtual, for more accessibility at home

Outline
Point 1.1
To develop teachers knowledge of children’s literature, the following was put into place:

«  Weekly opportunities were provided for staff to share their own favourite
books, as well as share a new book that they have read. This takes place at each
staff briefing, which has increased teachers' knowledge of current high-quality
texts, as well as their accountability of being familiar with a range of children’s
literature.

« During weekly staff meetings staff take part in a 'Book Swap'. Staff choose a
different high-quality text weekly to take back to their classroom to share
with children and return it the following week for the next swap.

« Two consultants, Ruth Baker-Leask and Abi Steel, worked in school to develop
staff's understanding of what constitutes as a high-quality text and what TaRs
look like to ensure we had active RfP role-models throughout school.

« Asaschool, we subscribe to CLPE to support teachers with book choices and to
provide further CPD.




Enpapiy Range of
S mgaging  Pistum 3t thew sentemcs  Colaurti o -

et wary 3:‘:: rvellane sructures BT oy l-:-ﬂ”‘nm
——or
l‘.,,.m [ "
Links recatable :—-—-.- wory
to Ssweymwes characterns wtting
PSHE e /‘\
e s BT
- What makes a high-quality text? == =
ventres /
foceviy oving Rt -
e ST tew PUSaNN . JIS
P O Setng new idmay T g i
Vil ".:Z".’: engaging AR 3 [r————
owptore Uucties  themes  the hemes l:;uuc POF | naoms (SRS
Pl nks k e —

Point 1.2

To increase the range and importance of reading material across school we:

Developed engaging and organised book corners to promote a love of reading:

- books were organised into their different genres. We purchased books
to enhance our collection and listened to the children in their responses
for more joke books, poetry, story books, comics, magazines and non-
fiction texts

- We introduced ‘feacher recommends' and ‘child recommends’ sections
into reading areas to promote discussion and widen children's choices in
reading

As part of the virtual library, a section was added 'Children take over story
time'. Parents recorded their children reading their favourite stories at home
and it was added to the website for others to enjoy

Using fundraising from book sales we purchased a 'Book Vending Machine’ -
Readers of the week get to choose a high-quality text to take home and keep as
a reward

To continue the love of reading during lock down we created a 'Book
Recommendations Padlet’. This allowed children, staff and parents to share
books on a virtual platform

EYFS & KS1 introduced a 'Reading Buddy Bag'. This bag has a selection of books
that children can choose to read at home while enjoying a hot chocolate.
Children are then encouraged to complete a book review and these are then
used to support other children with their book choice

Within each class' weekly visit to the library, children have the opportunity to
loan books to take home
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Naomi Nicole @Naominicolepub1 - Sep 27, 2020

Replying to @Lea_Forest_HT @lea_forest_yr6 and 7 others

| would love to send one of my books free of charge for you to put in your
vending machine. This is a great idea! Every school should have one.

Q 1 ) 2 3 &

Birmingham Education Partnership (0EEPvoice  Aug 4 2020
Great to see newspapers and magazines included!

Ruth Baker-Leask @RuthBakerleask - Jan 11, 2020
Replying to @Lea_Forest HT @abigall_steel and 9 ot

As @TeresaCremin would say these are certainly texts that temp. I'm looking
forward to chatting to @lea _forest_aet children about their reading next
time I'm in. Might get a recommendation or two!
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Point 2:
To develop reading aloud and its role in increasing RfP, we embedded the following:

« Arevision to tfimetabling, whereby RfP is regularly scheduled, including a visit
to the library, where a qualified Librarian shares stories with all classes

« Use of story tops in EYFS and Year 1 to support storytelling, these are linked
to the books read aloud by the class teacher. Props and other stimuli are placed
in this area for children to engage with

« Daily storytime happens at the end of each day across school, staff read aloud
books selected by the class




Three times a week older year groups ‘buddy up’ with younger year groups as
Reading buddies to share and enjoy books

Weekly book clubs run where a group of children read a collective book and
share their thoughts and opinions on the text

Parent workshops delivered by our qualified librarian to support parents with
sharing stories at home

Termly book fairs to support children have books in their homes

Children have a 'Reading for pleasure’ book to take home regularly

Sharing tips to support reading at home are available on the school website and
are often loaded onto ‘classdojo’ and twitter

Each Christmas, all children are gifted a book from 'Santa’

Improved communication in home reading diaries between teachers and parents
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Comments from Parents (following the workshops):

‘Was really helpful’

‘Very helpful with understanding how to read with my child’
‘Was needed. Thank you so much’

'Very helpful, thank you’

Point 4:




'Reading for the curriculum’ introduced to link high quality texts to the wider
curriculum (termly)

External workshops to provide ‘hooks’ into reading

A central drive has been created to share resources, ideas and best practice
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PSHE- Create ¢ poster for saving polar
bears
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PE- Dancing
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ENGUISH

Inference linked to feelings

Rhyming words

Role piay using finger puppets

Provide the children with an extract from

S{lEM

Science - foct file of a polar bear

Technology - Type up facts about a polar bear
Technology/maths - Build ¢ chair using LEGO and
exploring ratios.

the Text, can they write the next poge
based on what they have read so far
Vocabulary teik

Hot seating

k- Recall
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Art- Polar bear landscape with different
Textures.

Music - music to represent the feelings of
the poler bear and the mouse.

History - use of erquiry skills of chairs ard
toys.

k&ecgmaﬂv - Habitats and locations.
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Confidence- Keeging
secrets. Explore the concept of
good and bed secrets.

Gl
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THERE'S A BEAR ON MY CHATR IEINE )
B2} Lea Forest T e
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Islam* Research Isiom:
Prayers; the Qu'ran:

the & Piilars of Islom
(Evaluation)
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ENGLISH

the PSHE)

Inference - How would you feel.

Prediction - What could the secret be?

Comparison - Book blanket, reading

preferences (which book would you
choose? Why?

Writing - Dicry Entry

MFL - Explore Am_bi:

Reading - discuss themes of the story (link

!he build up erd the day of the secret revelation

CORRICUTD

THE DAY OF AMIMED'S SECRET |

Maths - Currency - converting between amounts.

Technelogy - Formulc on Google

STEMBER

Using coins, giving change.

Science- Forces - pushes ard
pulls

Qg\llb'g?
&

sheet to celculate daily
earnings

[ GRARTS

Art & Design - Calour mixing (reloted to muted
colours) used the to create lendscape artwork.
Drama - Roie Play Market stals. link to Meths
Nusic -Scundscape - link to city hustle cnd
bustle

DT - besign o weven B‘cmkn -Crectea
class woven sampie

AHMEDLS

: Lea Forest
gty PrlmaryAcademy

HUMANITIES N

History - Landmarks - research the
history of significant landmarks ira
country
Geography - Africa (Socici and
Political aspects). Compare Desert and
River landscape within Egypt erd to
UK
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Mot b him

In writing children will be explering the features of

a non-fiction text Ve will be exploring weight. They will be using

vocabulary eastmete, heaviest, lightest, balanced.
=) A They will sked * mpere and order different
They will then explore different facts about pmitbe ke c*:f:i-r\;se B2 i
different types of penguins. i
Children will also be exploring whet makes ¢ penguin
waterproof? Children will be using different
resources e.g candle wex, felf tips, crayons, wax
crayars to find out which material is wcrer‘proofj

They will be focusing on listening carefully to the
sounds they can hear in words to write their own

\ fact about a penguin
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Locking af the characters in the text we will

We wili be using different art materials such be discussing habitats and where we might
as, oil pastels, peint, pencil and collage find these cnimals.
materials to crecte o penguin, Then can them sy L e d FO 'C S t Children wiil begin to build up their vocabulary
make comparisons using the different medic. K Vi P!In).;' Acaderf\y crd knowledge based on different places from
\ : y . arourd the world.

Impact

Children enjoy reading! They are book talkers now and they display great
reading behaviours!

Reading areas and the school library are inviting places to RfP

Parent workshops have helped parents understand their children's reading
habits and how best to support them

Children are able to articulate a wider range of authors

There is a wider range of children’s literature available (particularly books that
reflect our students realities)

Children have increased opportunities to read aloud

Timetabling of reading has increased in profile and value (approx 4+ hours per
week is dedicated to reading)

Our progress and attainment is improving year upon year

Increased conversations between teachers and parents around reading and
children's reading habits

Our teachers know more about children’s literature and their reading practices
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Reading Impact at the end of KS2

Progress Scores -

Year Progress
2016 -3.70
2017

2018

2019

Year ARE GDbS

2016 42% 10%

2017 60% 14%

2018 76% 34%

2019 97% 53%

Reflections on the impact TaRs research had on
practice

What Next?

We want to:

« Invite different authors in to inspire the children further and create a ‘buzz’

« Have evenmore parent workshops (focusing on developing KS2 parental
engagement)

« Engage further with the wider community (local library, etc)

« Develop evenmore outdoor reading spaces




